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that learning foreign language gives you. Learning to 
communicate in a foreign language affords you the 
opportunity to add another dimension to your 
personality. You'll have access to another system of 
thought and a new canon of literature, theater, music, 
politics and news. A second language confers upon you 
membership in a second culture. Learning to speak with 
other people in their native language will provide you 
with detailed insight into the lives of others. When you 
learn a foreign language, you find the benefits spill over 
into your science, pre-health, business and political 
science courses, too. Studies show multilingual students 
are able to better hypothesize in sciences and better 
multi-taskers. Second language learners are even shown 
to perform higher on standardized tests.  Also, 
multilingual graduates are better competitors in 
competitive job markets and earn salaries. In fact, World 
Languages and Cultures majors average the highest 
salaries among the liberal arts, where top employers are 
the education and health and social services sectors. 
The Economist notes multilingual graduates average up 
to $125,000 more than monolingual peers. ��If you are 
not taking a language, do yourself a favor and start 
learning one today. 

Inside this newsletter you’ll find short articles about 
many of the outstanding people, programs, and 
activities that make ��our department unique, dynamic, 
and forward-thinking. In addition to our students, 
alumni, and our faculty’s latest endeavors, this 
newsletter features additional sections on two classes 
our department offers: American Sign Languages and 
Chinese.  In their entries, you can learn more about Prs. Mary 
Ann Stefko�
�V and Andi Liao’s passion for their subjects.  
Also, this newsletter highlights our ESL program, 
coordinated by our Language Lab Director Ms. Hannah 
Jackson, and the great service our students provide to the 
greater community. I want to express my gratitude to our 
Graduate Assistant, Erika Maxson, who helped us to put 
together this newsletter.  Finally, I invite you to visit our 
event and attend all our diverse events to learn more 
about our department. Have a great Spring!
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Community ESL 
Program  

Get a glimpse into the LLC run 
community ESL program on p. 7. 

Graduate Assistants 

Get to know Erika Maxson and 
Vianey Florentino Perez, out LLC 
Graduate Assistants on p. 8. 

Student News  

Learn about Kelsey Rosa’s Study 
Abroad experience in Seville, 
Spain on p. 8. 

Notes from Alumni 
Desk 

Keep up with  past language 
students’ success on p. 9-10.  
      Carlos Osorios-Rios (p. 9) 
      Stephanie Longo (p. 10) 

Update from FLTA 
Lauren Coggins 

Stay updated on the University of 
Scranton FLTA, Lauren Coggins, 
teaching English in Mexico on p. 
10.  

Upcoming Semester 
Events 

-Information on the presentation
by Cristina Rivera Garza, titled “A
Domestic Archaeology of
Repatriation” can be found on p.
11.
-Information for the talk on
Syphilis and Literature is on p. 11.

Social Media 

Links to be found on p. 12. 
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ASL Students Making a Difference in the 
Community ! Continued on pg. 4"     By: Mary Ann Stefko 
If you pass Hyland Hall 205, you might not hear anything but if you watch closely, you will see 
the lively discussion happening among the students. Faces are animated, hands are moving 
and so much is being shared. ��That's because the students are enrolled in American Sign 
Language class. American Sign Language is the native language of the Deaf community and the 
third most common language in the country.  ASL classes have long been a part of the 
World Language and Culture Department at the University of Scranton but recently, a new 
component has been added. Student�V take their classroom learning and apply it at community��
events.  

This past year, ASL students have 
attended Family Learning Days at 
the Scranton School for Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing Children.  They 
were responsible for leading 
activities for children and their 
families utilizing the sign skills they 
learned on campus.  They also 
a c c o m p a n i e d s t u d e n t s a t 
Hal loween for Safe Tr ick or 
Treating. In addition, ASL students 
participated in the Back to School 

Bonanza where they accompanied Deaf children to the 
various activities - allowing them to have access to the 
a c t i v i t i e s a n d i n f o r m a t i o n i n t h e i r n a t i v e 
language.  Nicole Miller, a Deaf Mom with two Deaf 
daughters commented, "It’s great to have the University 
ASL students here! Communication is not an issue. My 
girls are here making friends and learning new things 
without depending on me. They can just have fun 
being kids!"  

ASL classes have become so popular at the University 
that there is now an ASL club on campus. Royal Signers 
hosts events to bring the Deaf community on campus 
and include students in learning which goes far beyond 
the classroom. A highlight of the past year was a trip to 
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the Family Learning Weekend in Pittsburgh for officers of the ASL club. After a Signing Time 
Live concert, the officers got to spend some time chatting with Rachel Coleman - Signing 
Time founder and current Executive Director of the American Society of Deaf Children. By 
working hard in the classroom, the American Sign Language students are able to put their 
skills to use by making a positive difference in the Deaf community - they truly are men and 
women for others! 

Faculty Scholarship ! Continued on pg. 5" 

Dr. Ana Ugarte 

Dr. Ugarte had an exciting first semester as a 
new Assistant Professor in the Department of 
World Languages and Cultures! She enjoyed 
working closely with the students in her 
classes in the Fall, while she continued her 
research on    narratives of illness, disability, 
and medicine in the Hispanic Caribbean. Dr. 
Ugarte also presented a paper in the 
academic section of the Festival de la Palabra/
Festival of the Word! in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
This Spring she is teaching intermediate and 
advanced Spanish classes, and working with 
several students in Honors Tutorials on 
Indigeneity and the Culture of Health in Latin 
America, as well as in an Independent Study 
on the Cuban Revolution.  
Dr. Ugarte was also invited to give a talk at Duke University, entitled “Caribbean Scientific Fictions: 
Prosthetic Storytelling in the Works of Adal Maldonado and Maielis González Fernández” on 
February 8th. This talk is part of her current research on the intersection between Caribbean 
Science Fiction and Disability Studies. She also submitted an article, "Sororidad en las Entrañas: 
Despidiendo a xPati," to a special issue of the Revista Yucateca de Estudios Literarios.!This special 
issue is a tribute to ��the work of Yucatec Maya writer and anthropologist Ana Patricia Martìnez 
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Dr. Yamile Silva 

Thanks to an Internal Grant, Silva conducted research on Abigail Mejía (1895-1941), who besides 
being a school teacher, poet, essayist and novelist, was one of the most renowned 
Hispanophile feminists. As a result of this research, Silva has been working on the annotated 
edition, Diarios de Abiga’l Mej’a, that will be published in August 

2019 by the Archivo General de la Nación de 
la República Dominicana. Also, Si lva 
presented the book “Carta al silencio” by 
Ylonka Nacidit-Perdomo in Santo Domingo on 
December 22, 2018.  

Dr. Silva has been invited as a keynote 
speaker by the Spanish Embassy in Dominican 
Republic to give a talk on Abigaíl Mejía. Her 
talk “Abigaíl Mejía através de sus diarios” will 
be on March 16, 2019.  

This semester, Silva has served as a member 
of the Scientific Council: “CreadorAS en la 
Educación Literaria e Intercultural” (CICELI). 
This conference will be on July 18-20, 2019 at 
the iUniversitat de València, Spain. 

Dr. Marzia Caporale 

Dr. Marzia Caporale presented a 
paper at the conference of the 
Society for Francophone studies in 
Bruxelles, Belgium in November 
2018. Her talk entitled 'Resister à 
Ebola. Écriture performative et 
narration ecocritique dans En 
c��o m p��a��g��n��i��e d��e��s h��o m m e��s d��e 
Véronique Tadjo' has d�Hveloped 
into a book chapter to be published 
in a collection edited by Peter Lang 
in late 2019. 
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Learning languages opens u�S a new door of communication, broadens our views of different 
cultures and increases our willingness to try different things. The Global Insight event 
focusing on the Chinese language g�L�Y�L�Q�J those who haven't learned this language a first 
or better understanding about its special way of expressing thoughts and utterances. To 
assess the individual language learners' levels, the students are going to take the TOCFL 
test from Taiwan later this semester.  

Language Learning Center  By: Hannah Jackson

The Language Learning Center, located in O’Hara 306, offers language learning support for 
students and community members learning Spanish, French, Italian, Chinese, and Arabic. 
Services available include language conversation hours, a computer lab, language tutoring, a 
database of language resources, and more. The Language Learning Center also offers 
English as a Second Language tutoring to adult English learners in the community and hosts 
several events for local students and community members such as the TA Meet & Greet event 
for teachers, the annual TA Talks, and various cultural events hosted by our Fulbright TAs and 
WLC faculty. Curious about how the Language Learning Center can help you learn or improve 
your language skills? Contact Hannah Jackson at Hannah.jackson@scranton.edu or 
570-941-4711.

Community ESL Program By: Hannah Jackson

The Language Learning Center offers 
English as a Second Language tutoring 
and conversation classes for members of 
the community who are interested in 
learning English. When possible, English 
learners are matched with tutors who can 
speak their native languages. The 
program currently tutors over 20 learners 
from Ecuador, Morocco, Sudan, Iran, 
Mexico, the Dominican Republic, and 
more. Learners at all levels of English 
proficiency are welcome from preliterate 
to advanced. English students learn 
practical life skills, conversation, how to 
interview for jobs, English grammar, literacy, and more. The program aims to equip members 
of the community with the English skills they need to reach their goals. If you would like more 
information on the Language Learning Center’s community ESL program, please contact 
Hannah Jackson at Hannah.jackson@scranton.edu or 570-941-4711. 
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Stephanie Longo  

Local author and historian Stephanie Longo has received a Gold 
Award in the History category from the Nonfiction Book Awards, via 
the Nonfiction Authors Association, for her 2018 publication, “Italians 
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Social Media 

This year, our Graduate Assistant Erika Maxson created social media pages for the Department 
and regularly posts upcoming events, pictures from WLC department sponsored activities, 
highlights on WLC faculty and staff, relevant articles and much more. Stay up to date with the 
Department on a weekly basis by following the Facebook, Twitter and Instagram accounts listed 
below!

www.facebook.com/DepartmentofWorldLanguagesandCultures

www.twitter.com/UofScranton_WLC

www.instagram.com/UofScranton_WLC
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