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In Fall 2022, I replaced a for-cost textbook for ARTH 103 Global Visual Cultures III with open 
educational resources (OER) that were available through the Weinberg Memorial Library as well as 
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New York’s statues called ‘ridiculous’: Brancusi, regarded as Rodin’s most brilliant pupil, here to 



2. The assigned readings and videos were easy to access and navigate. (1 disagreed, 2 neutral,  
5 agreed, 15 strongly agreed) 

3. I benefited from not incurring a textbook cost for this course. (1 disagreed, 2 neutral, 20 strongly 
agreed) 

4. I benefited from having a variety of course assignments, including essays, primary sources, and 
academic videos. (2 disagreed, 2 neutral, 6 agreed, 13 strongly agreed) 

5. Through the course assignments, I gained factual knowledge about art historical styles and 
terminology. (4 agreed, 19 strongly agreed) 

6. Through the course assignments, I learned fundamental principles and theories in art history.  
(4 agreed, 19 strongly agreed) 

7. Through the course assignments, I gained a broader understanding and appreciation of art history. 
(1 neutral, 7 agreed, 15 strongly agreed) 

 
Students were also given the opportunity to provide additional feedback via the survey on the course 
assignments. One student commented that they “found in other classes/the past that textbooks don’t really 
work because it’s a monotone slow reading, but these videos/articles make it more interesting and better 
to understand the content.” Another student shared that “the variety from videos [and] readings 
strengthened my understanding of numerous concepts and I found them valuable, beneficial, and 
relevant.” One student indicated that the selection of assignments and resources were “more engaging 
because it was not bound to a textbook.” 
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Based on classroom discussions, students’ reflections, and the survey results, the implementation of OER 
and open access materials was successful in this course. I plan to modify the collection of assigned 
materials based on feedback I received in class and my observations from the reflection essays. Students 
also commented that there were too many assignments each week. In future semesters, I’ll consider the 
weekly workload and against a traditional textbook. Students responded positively to the documentary 
films which complemented concepts in the readings, so I will continue to incorporate those resources. 
Overall, the implementation of OER into course benefited the students financially and academically, and I 
intend to continue using affordable materials in future semesters.  
 
 
 


